City Center Partnership Event Policy

The City Center Partnership (CCP) is not primarily a Special Event organization, but produces a limited number of events each year that include the spring and fall Main Street Marketplace and the annual Urban Tour.  An annual meeting is also produced in November as well as occasional grand openings and special meetings.  These events are produced for specific reasons and purposes in accordance with the City Center Partnership’s Strategic Plan and the Improvement Plan for the City Center Business Improvement District (BID).  Revenues and expenses for these events are budgeted in advance as part of the annual budget for the organization, which is approved by the CCP Board of Directors.  In addition, as part of our role as the management entity for the City Center BID, CCP is an  advisor to the City of Columbia when outside organizations apply to the City to stage events in the BID area.  CCP considers this an important role and will consider the impact of such events, parades, etc., on existing businesses, churches, institutions, and residents downtown when making a recommendation to the City on whether to allow such events and under what conditions. CCP does not support any event that denies public access during business hours. 
Whenever possible and in accordance with the mission and the values of the CCP and who we represent, CCP can promote the events of others through our usual means. CCP Hospitality Ambassadors (Clean Team and Safety Guides) on duty during these events will provide assistance whenever it does not detract from their normal duties.  Finally, all street closings, meter bags, liquor licenses, permits, etc., will be coordinated through the City of Columbia (including required signage, barricades, fencing, port-o-potties, and trash receptacles). It is expected that complete clean up will occur after all events held in the BID area by the event producer.

City of Columbia Contacts for Special Events: 
· Resolution for alcohol/street closing: Shari Ardis, Legal Administrative Coordinator, 
803-737-4242, slardis@columbiasc.net 
· Parade permit (must fill out for all special events): Officer Robert Hall, Special Events Officer, 803- 545-3535, rjhall@columbiasc.net 

